
By the mid-sixties, interest in choral singing had waned and there 
were few eisteddfods or festivals to enter. In addition, the male choir 
had been runner-up three years in succession at South Street and ru-
mours abounded, with suggestions that we would never do any good 
until Tatura held its own eisteddfod for the judges to attend. Be that as 
it may, Charles Hamilton, conductor, and Elsie Andrew, accompanist, 
felt that a change was required and the admittance of ladies to the 
choir would enable them to widen their repertoire and their appeal. It 
was decided to begin by performing a concert version of “HMS Pina-
fore” but as things progressed, it was decided to add costumes and 
borrow the set that the North Technical School had just used and so it 
turned into a full-blown production. The next year it was “The Mi-
kado” and then they just couldn’t stop doing them! 
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